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Preliminary lessons learnt



Online knowledge hub and 

information-sharing platform
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Scope of platform functions
Operational 

implications

Option 1 (Online repository):

“Single window” portal to 

access the range of UN 

platforms and resources on STI 

Repository and mapping of STI-related UN 

resources, platforms and activities, and 

directory of partnerships.  Periodic 

updates and news. Limited inter-

operability with UN platforms.

Small maintenance 

team (content and 

IT). Low cost.

Option 2 (Community of 

practice):

“Single-Window” portal 

supported by communities of 

practice (COP) and various 

partnerships, going beyond the 

UN system

All of the above plus: 

Content exchange with public and private 

users, including through forums and 

partnerships. Community-of-practice, 

user-generated content, tools for 

knowledge capture. Quality assurance, 

common taxonomies, user ID and access 

control, and wiki-type metadata 

architecture.

Interagency team 

of several staff 

with multi-

stakeholder 

participation. 

Moderate cost. 

Option 3 (Capacity building 

platform):

“Single-Window” portal and 

channel for operational 

delivery,  supported by COP 

and partnerships, together 

with a coordinated capacity 

building programme

All of the above plus: 

Functions related to a coordinated STI 

capacity building programme, with online 

and offline delivery, content coordination 

and integration.

Interagency 

technical and 

programmatic 

management team 

with multi-

stakeholder 

governance. Higher 

cost.
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Institutional arrangement

Chart 1: Typology of initiatives with respect to institutional arrangement

(% share out of total 40 initiatives)

Source: IAWG Survey (2015).
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Coverage

Chart 2: Coverage of SDGs and Technology Cycle 

Source: IAWG Survey (2015).
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Distribution of resources across the 

types of SDGs and technology cycle
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Lessons learnt: coordinated STI Capacity 

building programme needed  

• The surveyed STI initiatives differ greatly in 
terms of their approach, content focus, target 
groups, working methods, and size.

• Hence, when mapped against these 
dimensions, gaps and “fragmentation” in the 
STI capacity development system become 
apparent. 

• So, coordinated STI Capacity building 
programme would be valuable
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Lessons learnt: Forum on STI for the SDGs

• Some forums are focusing on global policies and 
policy frameworks, while others are more 
technical in nature, focusing on specific area of 
works for filling knowledge gaps and agreeing on 
global technology related standards. Few forums 
are focusing on match-making and assisting 
technology implementation in a local context.

• There is a need for a regular forum for exchange 
of experience and for forging of collaborations on 
STI for the SDGs among public and private actors 
in developed and developing countries alike.
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Thank you!

Comments are welcome!
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